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Who are We?

DaV|d HOWGS, PhD David Howes ..
A D aV| d H owe S’ L LC Geographic Information Systems Development Services

AGIS tools, processes and
supporting infrastructure

Ahttp://www.dhowes.com

Matt Stevenson
ACORE GIS

A Cartographyspatialanalysis,
conservatiorplanning, urban
planning, andGIS project
management

Ahttp:// www.coregis.net
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Objectives

Explore and understand the individual, organizational and
cultural facets related to open source GIS and proprietary
GIS

Relateour findings and experiences with respect to each
world

Promoteconsideration of the sorts of wider issues that can
Impact our effectiveness as GIS professionals in ways that are
often profound and fareaching

Aboveall else, help GIS professionals help each other.
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Typical Questions

What are the best characteristics
OS vs Proprietary GIS?

Why would you switch in one
direction or the other?

How well do the groups persuade
each other of the relative benefa$
their capabilities?
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Individual Considerations

Rebellion against the wizarsyndrome

Technologicalpreference pop in a disk
=== aNd go vS. plug away for a month to get
sl S0Mething working?

Desirefor freedom andjrowth
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| want to learn GIS, reading books and
academic papers and articles about
geospatial data, map projections, server-side
technologies, databases, different geospatial
standards and protocols and their
Implementations in available range of server
and client software, perform analysis of my

data and use cases, preferably involving other
GIS specialists and do a \ot of other research
so that | can make sible decisions about
the required technology ad ust it to the
needs of my appm ation Jd fma\\y make a

= map




Organizational Considerations

What 0s t he rel at
GIS?

Do you have the financial certainty
sufficient to support investment In
proprietary technology?

Is the organization open to
a sharing culture?



Cultural Considerations

Maybe you | ustmMmalsyd) Wihdows! K e
machines (which way doe
your slash lean?)

dealing with corporations
(anti-establishment)?

BC:\>cd Temp

BC:\Temp>cd “Another Dir"

pC :\Temp\Another Dir>

Some people want complete control over their machir
and everything on them
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ol will share pretty much ev
In this together and we are buildirspmething

RAWESOMEAND FUN!O




L KI @S RSOSt 2LISR |

and if youpay me lots of monelywill

help you leverage your data and

Create strategic synergies between

your enterprise database solutions

andcustomercentrico f | K o0t |
|




The Value of the Conversation?

It can support decisioimaking,
particularly regarding effort and
expenditure

It ailds communication

It can help drive technological
Innovation
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DecisionrMaking

Understand the implications of movin
to or introducing OS vs. proprietary

Assess the likelihood of success when
adopting technology within one
world or the other or both

Can we consider an
OS or proprietary
aptitude test?
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