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Who are We?

David Howes, Ph.D.
ÅDavid Howes, LLC
ÅGIS tools, processes and 

supporting infrastructure

Åhttp://www.dhowes.com

Matt Stevenson
ÅCORE GIS
ÅCartography,spatial analysis, 

conservation planning, urban 
planning, and GIS project 
management

Åhttp:// www.coregis.net

http://www.dhowes.com/
http://www.coregis.net/
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Objectives

Explore and understand the individual, organizational and 
cultural facets related to open source GIS and proprietary 
GIS 

Relate our findings and experiences with respect to each 
world 

Promote consideration of  the sorts of  wider issues that can 
impact our effectiveness as GIS professionals in ways that are 
often profound and far-reaching 

Above all else, help GIS professionals help each other. 
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Observations
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Typical Questions

What are the best characteristics of  
OS vs Proprietary GIS?

Why would you switch in one 
direction or the other?

How well do the groups persuade 
each other of  the relative benefits of  
their capabilities?
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Individual Considerations

Rebellion against the wizard syndrome

Technological preference - pop in a disk 
and go vs. plug away for a month to get 
something working?

Desire for freedom and growth
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Organizational Considerations

Whatõs the relationship between IT and 
GIS?

Is the organization open to 
a sharing culture?

Do you have the financial certainty 

sufficient to support investment in 

proprietary technology?



Explorations into Open Source GIS

Cultural Considerations

Maybe you just donõt like 
dealing with corporations 
(anti-establishment)?

Some people want complete control over their machines 
and everything on them

Macs vs. Windows 

machines (which way does 

your slash lean?)



òI will share pretty much everything with you because we are all 

in this together and we are building something

SUPERAWESOMEAND FUN!ó
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άL ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ 
and if you pay me lots of money I will 
help you leverage your data and 
create strategic synergies between 
your enterprise database solutions 
and customer-centric ōƭŀƘ ōƭŀƘ ōƭŀƘέ
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The Value of the Conversation?

It can support decision-making, 
particularly regarding effort and 
expenditure

It can help drive technological 
innovation

It aids communication
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Decision-Making
Understand the implications of  moving 
to or introducing OS vs. proprietary

Can we consider an 
OS or proprietary 
aptitude test?

Assess the likelihood of  success when 
adopting technology within one 
world or the other or both


