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What Are Add-Ins? 

 

ÅAdd-ins provide a means of extending ArcGIS functionality  
ÅAvailable as a development option beginning with ArcGIS 10.0 
ÅSmall .esriaddin file is easily distributed and installed 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ÅCan be built using .NET (C# & VB.NET), Java or Python 
 

Quite often, add-ins can pay for themselves many times over 



GIS Tools, Processes & Supporting Infrastructure 
www.dhowes.com David Howes, LLC 

Presentation Goal 

 
ÅDemonstrate the value of using .NET with ArcMap via examples 

from four different projects: 
 

Forester Mapping Tools ς upgraded VB.NET custom tools to 
support forest management 

Bookmark Tools ς C# upgrade of tools originally built using 
VBA to allow exporting of maps en masse 

Map Series Development Tools ς new C# tools to support 
custom map creation and export 

Species Protection Area Tools ς new C# tools to support data 
development 
 

ω Discuss development considerations 



GIS Tools, Processes & Supporting Infrastructure 
www.dhowes.com David Howes, LLC 

Acknowledgements 

 

Luke Boggess, Charlie Riddle & Pete Hardcastle 
at R&M Consultants, Inc., Anchorage, Alaska, 
for permission to present their map series 
development tool 

 

Steve Dodson at Hancock Forest Management, 
La Grande, Oregon for permission to present 
their Forester Mapping Tools 

 

Mike McGuire at Ascent GIS, Inc., Spokane, 
Washington for his role in securing the Hancock 
project 

 

 



GIS Tools, Processes & Supporting Infrastructure 
www.dhowes.com David Howes, LLC 

Example 1 
 

Forester Mapping Tools 
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Forester Mapping Tools ï Example Map Template 
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Forester Mapping Tools 
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Forester Mapping Tools ï Area Calculations 
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Example 2 
 

Bookmark Tools 
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Bookmark Tools 
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Bookmark Tools ï Input Feature Records 


